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was not sufficient; by others, that it was fully suffi-
cient to go to a direct prosecution of Mr. lleeves,
either as the author, or at least, for acting as the
author, of the libel; by others, that the committee

had stopt short at that point, which was conceived
to be the most important and necessary ; but this
mode of ar^unie^t was founded upon a mistake,
which gentlemen made as to the nature of the com-
mittee itself, which was not instituted to try a delin-
quent, but to inquire after, and ascertain grounds,
whereupon to establish the delinquency.

Therefore, in the second report which the com-
mittee had made, in order to meet every doubt,
they had taken care to leave no room for any simi-
lar objections; they had in consequence called upon
Mr. John Owen, the publisher of the libel, who had
been left in a very aukward situation,, by the state
of his evidence on the first; on the last occasion,
they had questioned him if he still persisted in his
refusal to give up the author, to which he replied he
did, and could not think himself justifiable in doing
otherwise than remaining" silent; the committee
had deemed this silence on the part of Mr. Owen
contumacious towards the committee, and had di-
rected Mm (Mr. S.) as chairman, to notify the
same to the house; this, he said, having clone, he
could not think himself at all bound to proceed far-
ther in the- business than was agreeable to the dic-
tates of his own conscience, which would not per-
mit him. at any time to rush upon measures that
might by possibility of even the remotest kind tend
to injure the freedom of the press. This freedom,
he remarked, might be materially injured by either
corrupting or oppressing those who were engaged
in the management of an object of such delicacy
and importance, taken either as the organ of liberty
or of science; he had on this occasion, too, a more
satisfactory reason, which was, that the author had
been clearly found out, notwithstanding1 the confi-
dent assertains which had been made by some gen-